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Improvement of the Learning Support Environment with Special
Reference to the Smooth Transition of Students from Secondary
Education to Higher Education
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[Abstract]

In the last decade, great efforts have been made in Japanese universities to empower the learning support
system for first-year students. Most of these systems are designed to raise the student’s ability to the level of
the university education. However, the university programs themselves are so diverse that clear-cut
management of the gap is not possible. Learning support systems tend to spend too much energy on remedial
study based on secondary education. Instead of wasting time and money on such stopgap measures, we
recommend the creation of introductory courses for math and natural sciences covering part of the secondary
education and leading students continuously to the university level. Alternatively, physics, chemistry, geology,
and biology should be integrated into one course via which students can find landmarks for further studies by
themselves. We appreciate the traditional self-disciplined studies of university students, and learning-support
systems in the university should be organized in a manner consistent with such a teaching and learning
strategy.
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