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[Abstract]

The aim of this article is to clarify the significance and the position of the Lisbon, Tokyo, and Global
Conventions, which recognize qualifications concerning higher education. In recent years, visualized “student
learning outcomes” are becoming important in quality assurance in higher education as more and more students
study abroad. Under UNESCO initiatives, six regional conventions have been established to assure quality in
higher education by supporting the mobility of students, researchers, and other university staff.

Under international law, these conventions are considered a treaty. According to the pacta sunt servanda
expressed in Article 26 of the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, “Every treaty in force is binding
upon the parties to it and must be performed by them in good faith”. This rule applies also to Japan, one of the
contracting countries of Tokyo Convention (see below).

To establish the European Higher Education Area (EHEA), the Bologna Process was implemented. One of the
six main aims of EHEA is to promote the mobility of the same stakeholders as the previous regional conventions.
Alongside the Bologna Process, the Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education
in the European Region (Lisbon Convention) was adopted in 1997.

In the Asia-Pacific area, the Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas, and Degrees in
Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific (Bangkok Convention) was adopted in 1983 to promote mobility of
students, researchers and other university staffs. In 2011, the Bangkok Convention was revised, resulting in the
Asia-Pacific Regional Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications in Higher Education (Tokyo Convention).
Japan is one of the contracting countries.

Since these regional conventions in Europe, Asia-Pacific, and the others may limit mobility inside the area,
UNESCO adopted the Global Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education to
cover the worldwide mobility in 2019.

Naturally, the Lisbon, Tokyo, and Global Conventions have common themes. These include the right of

education including life-long learning, democratization of education, and the promotion of peace, as well as the
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diversity, mobility, and autonomy of higher education institutions.

In addition, from a technical point of view, the digital foreign credential evaluation system, supported by the
Groningen Declaration Network, needs to be introduced to facilitate fair recognition of qualifications.

Every contracting country including Japan must honor the convention in good faith to promote mobility and
quality assurance in higher education, which leads to a brighter future for students, researchers, and worldwide

society.
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